The Oil Peddler                      I?I
"What luck!" Pu Chiao said to himself. "I have been robbed
of everything by the soldiers but now Heaven has sent me this
nice article for my use." But aloud he lied to Yaochin thus: "Yes,
indeed. They are now a distance ahead. They asked me to take
you to them if I should find you."
Though Yaochin was a clever girl, she suspected nothing in
her joy at seeing someone that she knew. Gkdly she went with
him.
Pu Chiao gave her some of the food that he carried with him
and said to her, "Your parents did not stop during the night and
it may be that we shall not catch up with them until we reach
Chienkang on the other side of the Yangtze. Let me call you
daughter and you call me father, for otherwise we might arouse
suspicion."
Yaochin consented and thereafter they traveled together by land
and river under the guise of father and daughter. At Chienkang
they heard that Prince Wuchu of the Kin Tartars was about to
cross the Yangtze to attack that city, so they continued their jour-
ney southward and headed for Hangchou, where Prince K'ang had
assumed the throne as Emperor Kao Tsung.
By the time they reached Hangchou, which was now known as
Linan, Pu Chiao had spent what litde money he had, and it be-
came necessary for him to dispose of Yaochin. He made inquiries
among the brothel keepers on West Lake and found that a certain
Wang Chiu-ma was looking for a girl. He took the woman to the
inn to look at Yaochin so that they could agree on a price. Chiu-ma
was impressed with Yaochin's beauty and agreed to pay fifty ounces
of silver for her. After the silver had changed hands, Pu Chiao
tookJYaochin to Chiu-ma's house.
Pu Chiao was a clever man. Before Chiu-ma he represented
himself as Yaochin's real father and to cover up his deception he
solicitously enjoined Chiu-rna to take good care 'of Yaochin and
to be patient with her. To Yaochin he said that Chiu-ma was a
close relation of his and that he would come back for her as soon
as he had found her parents. The unfortunate girl was completely
taken in and went gladly to Chiu-ma's house.